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and lonely places at midnight.    The  master suddenly makes himself invisible, and soon appears before him in the form of a terrible bull,  a ferocious dog, or an elephant,   when   the  novice   should  remain  calm  and collected.    He is also required to pass a night or two in the forest, which, according to his firm belief, is full of strange beings howling horribly.    He should remain unmoved.    By these and other trials, he is tested as to  his   fitness.     Having  passed  through  the  various ordeals,  the   guru  initiates   him  into  the brotherhood by the performance of puja on  an auspicious day to his favourite Nlli, called also Kallatikode Nili, through whose aid he works his black art.    Flesh and liquor are consumed, and the disciple is taught  how to prepare pilla thilam   and  angola thilam, which are the potent medicines for the working of his cult.    The chief ingredient in the  preparation of pilla thilam, or baby oil, is the sixth or seventh month's foetus of a primipara, who should belong to a caste other than that of the sorcerer. Having satisfied himself that the omens are favourable, he sets out at midnight  for  the house of the woman selected as his victim, and walks  several times round it, waving a cocoanut shell containing a mixture of lime and turmeric water (gurusi), and muttering mantrams to secure the aid  of the deity.    He also draws yantrams (cabalistic devices) on the ground.    The woman is compelled to come out of her house.    Even if the door is locked, she will bang her head against it, and force it open.    The sorcerer leads her to a retired spot, strips her naked, and tells her to lie flat on the ground.    This she does, and a vessel made of a gourd (Lagenaria) is placed close to her vagina.    The uterus then contracts, and the foetus emerges.    Sometimes, it is said, the uterus is filled with some rubbish, and the woman instantly dies.